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Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
June 20, 1884 


Sir: 


Your communication of the 18th instant relative to the standard dollar coined at your 
Mint that was found to be two and one-hundredth grains below the legal limit of tolerance in 
weight, is received. 


Upon receipt of the special assay coins from the several Mints they are carefully and 
accurately weighed, rolled into strips about ten inches long, and the entire coin cut into very 
small pieces and thoroughly mixed, from which the sample is taken for assay. You will see, 
therefore, that it is impossible to comply with your request and return the coin for examination 
by yourself. 


Very respectfully, 
R.E. Preston 
Acting Director 


A. London Snowden, Esq., 
Supt. Mint, 
Philadelphia. 


